If you can see only one celestial event this December, see this one.
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Occultation of Mars occurs northwest of a line drawn from
Augusta, ME through Columbus, OH through Llttle Rock, AR, and
through San Antonio, TX

Occultations demonstrate the moon's
eastward orbital motion as Earth's rotation
causes it to move in a westward arc across the
night sky.

Full Moon occults Bright Mars

In the evening hours of Dec. 7, the brilliant
full moon passes in front of bright Mars,
which is at opposition, for viewers west of a
line drawn from August, ME through San
Antonio, TX. It may not be easy to see
because of the moon's bright glare!

Approximate local times of disappearance
and reappearance. Begin viewing a few
minutes before listed disappearance time.
Mars' time and position of reappearance is
hard to judge since the planet lies
concealed behind the moon beforehand.

City Disappearance Reappearance
Augusta 10:57 11:25
Austin 8:58 9:12
Buffalo 10:32 11:13
Chicago 9:10 10:04
Columbus 10:26 10:56
Denver 7:45 8:47
Indianapolis 10:16 10:56
Kansas City 8:57 9:51
Little Rock 9:06 9:32
Los Angeles 6:31 7:30
Phoenix 7:32 8:30
Salt Lake City 7:42 8:45
San Antonio 8:59 9:07
San Francisco 6:36 7:35
Seattle 6:53 7:50




