SUPERMOON!

What is it? How super is it?

The Moon revolves around our planet in an ellipse. Consquently, at times it lies farther away, while
at other times, it lies closer. Its closest point is called perigee — on average 226,000 miles away —
and its farthest point is apogee — averaging 252,000 miles away. The values of perigee and
apogee vary from month to month primarily due to the gravitational influence of the Sun.
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Why doesn’t a Supermoon occur every month? How rare is it?

* In most months, the moment of when the Moon reaches its full phase doesn’t coincide with
when it reaches perigee. The time between Full Moons (= 29.5 days) doesn’t equal the time
between perigees (= 27.5 days). The closest Full Moons — i.e., the
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