Lyra, take a closer look

Surprises await for the binocular
and small telescope user

Lyra is a small constellation situated almost overhead in summer evenings. It is
dominated by the blue-white star, Vega, third brightest star visible from mid northern
latitudes. The Parallelogram of Lyra stretches southeast from Vega.
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Globular Cluster M56:

The cluster lies 60% between
Gamma Lyrae and Beta Cygni
(Albireo). M56 is 5° ese of
Gamma. It appears as a small,

To find Planetary Nebula M57, the deep sky
highlight of Lyra:

Although it is called a "planetary nebula," it has
nothing to do with the planets.

1. Find the parallelogram of Lyra.

2. M57 lies 60% between Gamma and Beta Lyrae. If
) i Beta is placed at the nw edge of a low power eyepiece
round, grainy glow in a small field, M57 will be found near the se edge.

g}escop e. 325(;) OI())OI"V? 3. It appears very small and dim, and slightly oblong.
Istance: 35, ight-years. Distance: 2000 light-years.
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